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Some NOTES on the STLK TRAD, OC 


caſuoned by the Tukxy-Company's Petition to 

Diſcourage the Importation of Thrown $ 1/4 | 
Il, pd, 1690, 

"i T H A T the Silk Trade be encouraged in England, is abſolutely 


Neceſſary, the numbers through the Kingdom maintained whol- 


ly and partly hereby, are computed not much inferiour to thoſe 
Intereſted in the Woollen Trade. 


[I. Quantities of Silk are only conſtantly imported from Eaſt-I»dia , 
Turky, and Italy, the Traders to each part pretend a Publick Benefit by their 
Negotiations ( and if it appears) juſtly expe&@ a like Encouragement. 


Il. They are all courſe ſorts, and uſually raw that are imported by both 
Companies, they are principally fine forts, and generally thrown, that comes 
from M1taly. 


IV. Theſe fine forts are diſtinguiſhed by the Names of the Towns from 
whence they are ſent, and the degrees of their Quality, and are peculi- 
arly applyed to certain uſes, for which long Experience hati found them 


only proper. 


-  IFa.n6 APSFLgecniert to our 'Throwſters, to affirm, that if they were 

furniſhed with this fine Silk raw, they could not work it to a like ver- 
fetion, when many Towns in Zraly, though they have promiſed and en- 
deavoured it ( and they muſt be allowed greater Opportunities and Advan- 
tages to effect ſuch a Deſign, than any here can pretend to) yet in their 
Fabricks fall far ſhort of other their Neigbours. 


VI. But fine thrown Silk from Jtaly ſeems not offenſive, the Prejudice 
the Turky Trade is faid to ſuſtain, and the want of a Market for the vaſt 
quantities of Turky and China Silks ſome tJentlemen have by them, is at- 
tributed to the Importation of the courſer. forts of thrown Silk : Burt whe- 
ther the Obje&ion is againſt either or both, it hath the fame Foundation. 


VII. Theſe courſer ſorts are thrown in Holland, or Ttaly, and their Neigh- 
bourhoods ; the Silks thrown in the former and its circumjacents, are Turky 
and Eaſt-India, the Importation of theſe in our prefent Cate are not con- 
tended for, with more Reaſon the raw of both forts ( prohibited by the 
AQ of Navigation ) might be cefired, ſince hereby our Nation would be 
benefited by the whole ManufaQture, but the Cafe of the latter rot be 
differently confidered , being the Produ& of rhe Country where it is 
thrown, and the Principal Returns of our own Exportations. 


VIIT. Our Woollen Goods, with the Fiſh, Lead, Tin, Sc. that 7raly 
and Sicily conſume, without bluſhing Vis. bernamed wuh the Exportations 
for Turky ; and the Spaniſh Trade muſt not be forgor, claiming Kindred 
to Millan, Naples, and Meſſina : And can it be imagined we ſhall mult 
their Commodities, without being paid in the ſame kind. | 

X. It 


C2. % 

IX. It is Obje&ed, Money is paid for a great part of the Thrown 

Silk imported, the farne is done in part for Zurky Silk, but 1s nor the 

Money paid for the tormer the produce of Goods exported, and remitred 

the exporters by Bills on the Perſons, for whoſe accompt the Thrown 
Silk is provided. 


X. Some Weavers and Throwſters are bubled into a belief , That an 
Impoſition on Thrown Silk being obtained, they ſhall be benifitted, bur 
if you examine how, or which way, their concluſive Anlwer 15, Tings 
cannot be worſe than they! are, -, | F 

XI. That at preſent the Weavers are not fully imployed, is only im» 
putable to the want of one accuſtomed In-land Trade ; and the Late 
Interruption, that , to Scotland, Ireland and the Plantations have recei- 


ved. 


XII. The late Advance on the Priſes of 7urky Silkes have moſtly 
injured the Throwſters. 


XIII. The diſtinQion between raw and Thrown 7ta/ian Silks is only 
to amuſe them, Sixteen Ounces of Thrown Silk pays 104. Duty in- 
wards, a like quantity of raw pays only 4 d. the priſes of throwing theſe 
courſe Sorts are frhm 184. to 25. 6 d. The Six Pence difference- in Duty 
is no mean incouragement to our induſtrous Throwſiers. 


XIV. But if /talian Thrown Silk paid double or tribble the preſent 
Duty, wherein would they be benifitted , unleſs the 7arky Merchants 
could aſſure them, they would not take the advantage ſuch a new Im- 
poſt would give them, Bologne Org. is fold at 21s. and Legeat 19 s. how 
will the matter be mended by forcing the one to z2 5s. if the other follow 
it to 205, 


XV. It Jtallian Silks had not given a Check, Turky Silk of late 
would have known no bounds, and had the Poſleſlors obtained their 
wiſhes ruine in a great meaſure muſt have inſued to thoſe Perſons, whole 
intereſt ſome are weekly perſwaded they have a reipett for. 


XVI. In fine, the moſt benifit redounds to the Publick, by an open free 
Trade ; it is our intereſt to reduce Forreign ProduQtions to the extremity ; 
till time will allow a Committee of Merchants of all forts to be conſul- 
ted ; from whoſe Opinions, what is fit to te altered in the Book of 
Rates may be diſcovered, Men ought to be contented with Trade \upon 
its preſent Foundation ; when 7urky Silk was fold low, we furniſhed our 
Neighbours with it; our Weavers Works could be reaſonably afforded ; 
our Throwſters Mills was imployed, and Courſe 7trallian Silks not known 
in our Land; had there then been loſs, as ſome would ſurmiſe, many, not 
the meaneſt of that Company would nor have ſold as it arrived, but doubt- 
leſs they found their Account in ſo doing, the Nation reaps not that Advan- 
tage from 20000 /. inveſted in Goods, and impriſoned 7, 10, 20. Years 
in expectation of a Jubilee, a Market to a prodigious Profit, as it doth 
from a quarter that Summ annually returned; upon the whole its hoped 
the 7allian Trade, for Thown Silk; tho' diſapproved of by a few Per- 
fons, whom private Intereſt, is ſuſpefed on very good grounds to bias, 
upon inquiry into, will not deſerve any diſcouragement. 
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